Interstitial deletion del(3)(p12p21) in a malformed child subsequent to paternal paracentric insertion (or intraarm shift) 46,XY, ins(3)(p24.1p12.1p21.31).
We report on a malformed stillborn with deletion 3p subsequent to direct paracentric insertion (intraarm shift) in the normal father which had been first mistaken for paracentric inversion. The corrected diagnosis was supported by FISH of mapped markers on metaphase chromosomes. In addition we looked for recombinants in sperm. This observation reminds similar cases that had been considered exceptions to the expected meiotic recombination of paracentric inversions and points to a cytogenetic pitfall. Published deletions and paracentric inversions in 3p are briefly quoted.